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THE NORWICH 
Theatrical Observer. 


No. 3.—Printed and Sold by P. Cranefield, Bethel Street.—1d. 


PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY. 
“* Nothing extenuate, or set down aught in Malice.” 
DESCRIPTION OF WEDNESDAY NIGHT'S COMEDY CONTINUED. 


—Burt on this condition, that a trialishould be made forthwith be- 
tween Mr. Timothy Weathercock, M. P. (his newly adopted friend) 
and Gabblewig’s son, as to who is the best latin scholar; 
Bramble believing that his friend must beat, being a member of 
Parliament, and of course introducing into his speeches various 
quotations in that tongue.—This ayes Timothy in another awk- 
ward predicament, but seeing what sort of an animal he hag to 
deal with, and aware of the ignorance of Bramble and Gabblewig, 
he starts up (arvis-d-kimbo) to Tommy, and pours forth such a 
torrent of de law latin a to astound the old gentleman and his 
opponent, who, -at once give in. Mr. Wéathereotk, M.-P. has, 
however, another and a more formidable rival to encounter, in the 
person of Lively, (Mr. aR 8 ugilistic hero, whose argu- 
ment is in blows, not in words. Lively surprises Weathercock in 
a grove making love to Dora; and challenges him to fight on the 
spot ; this is avoided by the otherfor the more gentlemanly mode 
of settling the matter: with! pistols. The refusal to box, irritates 
Lively, who, in the rash upon his rival, gives the blow to Bram- 
ble, he hearing the uproar, uoluckily for himself, has intervened 
between the combatants. re tuns off, and Bramble follows 
to fetch a constablé, who is speedily despatched for Redtail, (Mr. 
Beacham) who on his arrival, proves to be Timothy's master, a 
rich old lawyer, from whom he had ‘decamped the night before! 
An exposure takes place; but the clerk being disguised in a silk 
morning gown and slippers, out Herod’s Herod, in the denial, and 
completely mystifies the lawyer by his consummate impudence 
and nonehalance. During this scene, he contrives to elope with 
Dora, and both being of age, are instantly united; they return and 
make the disclosure to Bramble, who is still with his legal adviser, 
and it turns out to the mutual satisfaction of all parties, that Mr. 
Timothy Weathercock, the mock M: P. is old Redtail’s nephew. 


On Saturday, February \1th, 1827, was performed the Play of 


WOODSTOOGKX, 


With the FARCE of 


FISH OUT OF WATE 
_ Wire regard *to the first piece we need hot perhaps be very 
*‘particalar; as ‘mott of our readers are, no doubt, aequainted that 
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it is taken from the Novel of that name, and its author, ir Wat- 
TER Scorr.—It has been the fashion of late years to dramatise 
almost eyery production of this celebrated writer, but whatever 
beauties they embellish the works which he haé weiicerapd many 
there are which stand eminéntly high,-as productions of refined 
literature, few have becn adapted fur the stage, which have met 
with decided public approbation ; amongst the few we may name 
Guy. Mapnering, Rob Koy, and the Heart of Midlothian. Weare 
of opinion, that the Play of Woodstock, although taken chiefly 
from a.-most important @ra of English History, and embodying 
events. of the deepest interest, would have failed altogether on its 
first night of representation before a London audience, had it been 
taken ye the production of any other author; but there is 
“magic in a name.” 

With respect to the manner in which the characters of the Play 
were supported on the boards of ‘his Theatre, we can say but little 
in the way of praise. ‘Ihe Louis herneguy of Mr. Arian was re- 
spectable. r. Hamerion looked the Oliver Cromwell of the 
piece betterthanhe performed it. The Albert Lee of Mr. Wilkinson 
was in some parts bearable; why does not this gentieman learn 
to tread the stagea little better, and draw his neck out from Le- 
iween his shotilders, that we may see what he is really mace of ? 
Mr. Balls as Wildrake was bold and emphatic, particularly when 
he addressed Cromwell in these words:—* }.ean look upon that 
mar ‘better than ‘you; when you looked upon your martyred 

ing’s picture.’ Mss Lawrence as Alice Lee, was just the sort 
of character intended by the author, it. was a good piece of acting. 
‘Take the whole play upon the score of its merits,,we must, in can- 
dour say, that’ nothing could have been worse performed. The 
whole corps aeneins were extremely imperfectin their delivery, 
and evidently waded through their parts with the utmost dislike. 
‘We do not wonder at it, when we consider the forlorn state of the 
honse on the night in-question,.and the severity of the weather. 


FISH OUT OF WATER. 

This is. whimsical little Farce, well got up, and as well perfor- 
med.. A Mr, Andrews, brother, we understand, to Mrs. Balls, made 
his debut before a Norwich audience inthe character of Sam Sa- 
voury, he possesses one of the best comic faces we ever saw; in 
some respects he is like Matthews and in othets like the late ce- 
lebrated Emery; his acting was admirable throughout, and kept 
the house, (which was toletably well attended after the third act) 
ina conyalsive roar of laughter. We know not whether it is in- 
tended that this yentleman should be retained as one of the com- 

y hut this we know, that if he is in the general run of business, 
only ialf as, good in other characters, as in Sam Savoury, he is a 
valuable acquisition to any Theatre. 





On Monday Night's Performance, Feb, 19th, 1827. 
_,,. The Play is from the Pen of LitL6, » dared to d e 
Weg ings ted Noten to tae Uorbote'eaites, Sed amon tote omen 


ia not his mest suecessful piece. of writing, considered in any point of view ; the 
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composition is meagre, and the developement of the Plot unartificial ; by making 
arnwell die good and repentant, he has made him a betier moral, bnt a worse 
drematic character; and as the piece now stands, it is only in the style of the New- 
gate Calendar or a newspaper report of the * becoming contuct” of a contrite 
offender at the gallows. Weak must be the head of that apprentice, who would be 
deterred from crime, by such a play as this, and equally weak the head of him, who 
in the present state of the morals of the country, could, for a moment imagine 
that any practical lesson could be dedyced from it; a {different race of ap» 
prentices exist now, to what there did when this play was first brought out, and we 
may add also, a ‘different race of Millwoods. We think the stage is ill-empleyed 
in preaching the lessons of Bow streetand the Treadmil]. The revelry and happy 
life of Barnwell before detection wiil make a deeper impression than his agony af- 
terwards ; for the horror and shame of a public execution, are kept out of sight by 
condolence of friends, the sympathy of the master, and the pure, and soul-stirring 
love of Maria. Government for a long time patronized the publication of the New- 
gate Calendar, but found out at last that they were giving a manual of instruction 
for culprits, and accordingly discontinued it If tlie play of George Barnwell has 
any effect, itmust be of the same kind, and its representation will one day or other 
share the same fate. 

~ Miss Lawrence, all beantiful as she is, treated her part as Millwood with the ut- 
most indiflerence, and seemed anxious to get through it as soon. as possible ; she 
appeared to be fully aware that she was enacting a character of the most infamous 
description, and thought, perhaps, that yirtue and integrity were never more vio- 
lated than in its representation, she does not want to be told that this is the right 
sort of teeling off the stage, buton it, is quiteanother matter, Few actresses like 
to per orm Millwood : Mrs. siddons, however, redeemed the part; it is sid she took 
it accidentally, on avery short: notice, to supply the place of a lady, who had, tor 
some reason declined performing it ; she at first objected to the proposal as ridicu- 
lous, but on hearing her brother, John Kemble, read the principal passages, she telt 
that she could make the part effective, aud accordingly consented. We do not say 
Miss Lawrence could have attained the same degree of eminence, but she might 
have played the part, if shehad chosen it, mach better then she did.om Monday 
night, without feeligg herself it‘any meastre disgraced by it. 

George Barnwell in the hands vf Mr. Balls, was a very bad piece of acting alto- 
gether, he had no more of the deeply enamoured lover about him, than # marble 
statue—not so Mr James Vining. 

Mr. Smith's Thoroughgood, was thoroughbad, bis stiffness of gait, and laboured 
pomposity of enunciation, would have sent us to sleep, but. for the severity of the 
cold, In act 4th, scene Ist, addressing Lucy, he says, .‘* among many other perticu- 
lares,” instead of pec toaiare, Mr. Smith is no boy, and he ought to correct himself 
of snch habits, and many more of a similar nature. 

Miss Williams as the gentle Maria, was not above mediocrity, it is a good rha- 
racter, when well performed ; we wish this Lady would endeavour toget rid of that 
drawling tone of Voice she has, it is a bad habit, but might easily be rooted out, aud 
the sooner she sets about it the better. 

Mr. George Smith ought to know that his thundering out his words ax from the 
pulpit of a Conventicle, is commonly understood by the appellation of “ Ranting 
this is not the acme of gentlemanly politeness, or of sorrowing grief for the wisfor- 
tunes of a friend. 

After the Tragedy, the interesting Melo-Drama of the “‘ Wandering Boys,” was 
performed.—The great interest of the piece was powerfully kept up by the exce}- 
lent acting of Mr. Arlan and, Mrs. Hannam 

The Evening’s entertainment concluded with a new Farce, (never acted here,) 
called ‘* Free and Kasy.” It is avery poor composition, and not worth five minutes 
time bestowed upon it in the way of Critique, ia 
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We have received the following note from a Correspondent and Subseriber, an 
feeling, on our part, a determined resolution not to depart from our ptincipies of 
independence, we give it insertion. Pay 


To THe Epitor, 


Sir, excuse my troubling you with a few remarks as to the merits and demefits'of 
our Theatrical Performers.’ Miss Lawrence has not one requisite for Lady Macbeth, 
except dress ; indeed ther not a Lady in the company suited to this line of act- 
ing. In the comic depértment, the same vacancy exists; where are the 

alaprops, Heidelburgh’s, Hardcastle’s and many more? Let their armies’be in 
groups; and not stuck-up-in-the rear of the stage like a _parcelof posts, Mr. Arian 
43 an acquisition, bathis Paulkiand was 4 tuilure; histine. ot Tragedy is too boisterous. 
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The most gentlemanly actor we had for years was Barton. | Mrs. D. Smith is 
a pleasing prveengre | if as weeded tnger, shie is the best we have had 
for thirty years past. Miss was jin Lady Lovelangh, but not equal to 
Miss Wensiey, who, as well as Miss Cramer, ate # great loss to the company. 
Iam, Sir, 


« . Yours, C, 





On Wednesday, Feb, 21st. 1327, will be performed the Comedy 


CHARLES THE SECOND ; 
Or, the Merry Monarch. 


King Charles, Mr ARLAN.—Earl of Rochester, Mr BALLS. 
Edward, Mr WILLIAMSON.—Cuptain Copp, Mr SHERWIN. 


Lady Clara, Mrs BAKER.—Mary, (with songs) Miss PHILLIPS. 
A COMIC SONG, BY mR. BAKER. 


Batt Data tate tah deh tical 


To conclade with a Comedy, called 


PAUL PRY. 


Paul Pry, Mr SHER WIN.—Colonel Hardy, Mr WHARTON. 4 
Witherton, Mr SMITH.—Harry Stanley, Mr BALLS. 
Prank Hardy, Mr G. SMITH.—Somers, Mr WILKINSON. ¥ 
Stanley, Mr HAMERTON,—Grasp, Mr BEACHAM. 





Eliza, Miss WILLIAMS.—Marian, Mrs BALLS. 
Mrs Sabtle, Mrs WATKINSON —Phebe, Mrs HANNAM. 
Doubledot, Mr HARRISON,—Simon, Mr NICHOLLS. 


Remarus.—W'e mean to have a bold fling at the “ Horse Riders’ 
Lamps” in our next number.—Surely: the ‘Treasury might spare 
sixpence for oil, which is wanted for the pullies of the various 
scenes. —Last season when the weather was not half so severe as 
at present the manager, with his accustomed liberality, had a stove 
erected in the pit; and a fire constantly burning, which warmed 
the whole house ; this necessary appendage to ‘new buildings is 
this winter removed ; we presume Scone the last summer hap- 
pened tobe hotter than usual, or that it might afford more room at 
a crowded benefit—amiable consideration '!—We should be glad 
if any’ 6f Off numerous readers would point out to us where the 
said stove is now to be found, as it is contended by some, that it is 
under the pit, and that heat is conveyed by means of flues under 
the boxes,—it may be so, if ever fires are lighted in it; but this 
we know, that many families are deterred from going to the The- 
phe in consequence of the severe damphess and.coldness folt 
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Pristed by P, Crancheid, Bethel-Suest, Nacwich. 








